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FROM THE MINISTER





The Next Five Years





If you've been watching the trends at Pilgrim Church over the last 15 years, a few themes emerge:





1996-2001--Rebuilding (A capital campaign, an interim ministry, hiring of a new minister) 


2001-2006--God loves you (renewed programs, church growth, hiring a youth minister) 


2006-2011--Heaven is here (deepening faith, growing outreach, hiring an associate minister)





What's next?  I have a suggestion (that I keep hearing people mention in different ways):  Koinonia





Koinonia is the name of one of our longest running small groups.  It is also what Pilgrim needs now.  Koinonia is the Greek word that means Christian fellowship.  Does it make you think of coffee hour?  Yes, and is has an even deeper meaning:  communion through intimate participation.





Our lives are busier than ever.  We're working longer and harder.  We’re getting more isolated from one another.  We're more connected than ever before by social networks, and all the studies show us getting lonelier and lonelier--more desperate for deep human connection.





Enter Pilgrim.  Our community is a guilt-free zone.  It is a place where you are free to explore your faith in God and Christ in the ways you are called.  It needs you each Sunday.





It means that coming on Sunday, seeking to know each other, is actually a sacred exercise.  It is hard.  It's a miracle some days that we can get out of bed.  And, it may be the most important thing you can do for your relationship with God.


 (continued)


From the Minister (cont.)





When you can walk into a sacred place, remind another person that they are loved, pray and sing and learn together, we literally resurrect Jesus' spirit. 





So here's my invitation:  walk across the threshold of Pilgrim with a simple word in your mind (Koinonia).  Look at each other with a sacred purpose (to get to know the God in each person).  Every time you walk through the door is communion, God will show up every time you do.





Jon














December Schedule


4th – Parlor; Helping out with babysitting during the Messiah


11th – Parlor


18th – Parlor; 4-7 p.m. – Caroling & Chinese Food


25th – Christmas Day – Off


Merry Christmas!








Church Staff & 


Contact Information





Minister – Rev. Jonathan Wortmann (508) 485-4847


� HYPERLINK "mailto:jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us" ��jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us� 





Associate Minister – 


Rev. Julie Cedrone (508) 485-4847


� HYPERLINK "mailto:jcedrone@pilgrimchurch.us" ��jcedrone@pilgrimchurch.us� 





Minister of Communication – Debbie Herrick


 (508) 485-4847 � HYPERLINK "mailto:dherrick@pilgrim-church.org" ��dherrick@pilgrimchurch.us�





Minister of Music – Grace Choi


(978) 467-5588 � HYPERLINK "mailto:musicgracechoi@aol.com" ��graceatpilgrim@gmail.com� 





Handbell Choir Director – Carla Mason (508) 770-1222


� HYPERLINK "mailto:carlapm@townisp.com" ��carlapm@townisp.com� 





Director of Sr. High Youth Programs – 


Sarah Hile (781) 820-7093


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mrsrea@theworld.com" ��sarahjhile@gmail.com�








Deadline For


Submission of Articles





December 9





January 20	





Date of


Mailing





December 16





January 27











Standing Church Meetings





Church Council


Chancel Choir


Youth Choir


Handbell Choir


Buildings & Grounds


Christian Education


Diaconate


Fellowship 


Personnel


Parish Relations


Financial Resources


Music 


Outreach


Stewardship











7:30 p.m. 2nd Wednesday


7:30 p.m. every Thursday


Following the Worship Service


7:30 p.m. every Wednesday


6:30 p.m. – As scheduled


7:00 p.m. – 2nd Thursday


7:00 p.m. 2nd Monday of month 


11:30 a.m. – 1st Sunday


As Needed


11:30 a.m. – 4th Sunday of month


As Needed


11:30 a.m. – 1st Sunday of month


As Needed


As Needed





PCYG Corner





This year’s Senior High Youth Group has started off strong!  We have had huge attendance with a typical 20-30 teens attending in the Parlor each Sunday.  We had a great time at Camp Takodah with a ropes course, team building, and camp fires.  We kicked off the year helping out with Rally Sunday for the grade school children.  We have helped out with a Troop Care Package Drive and made numerous cards for the Troops.  We are going to be assisting with the Cooking Rotation for the Sunday School and we are looking forward to getting to know the littlest members of our congregation better!





We have lots of great events coming up this year like Caroling in December, the Super Bowl Sub sale in February, and the Silent Auction in March, and we are looking forward to our Mission Trip this year to NYC July 29th- August 3rd, 2012.








Celebrations


We celebrate the baptism of Logan William Swink, son of Terese Wall & Bryan Swink on Sunday, November 6.








Concerns


Please keep the following people in your 


prayers for healing:





Elven Riggles and family as they mourn the loss of Jill Riggles.  Elven is a former associate pastor of Pilgrim Church.





Barbara Clark
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An Evening with Southborough Authors 


Ann Port and Steve Ulfelder





Friday, Dec. 2, 7:00pm


Location: The Sanctuary at Pilgrim Congregational Church





Join us to hear two local authors read from and discuss their recently released novels. Whether you've read the books or not, we invite you to take part in a discussion of creativity, writing, reading, and the turbulent state of the publishing industry. It's an evening for readers, writers, and anybody who loves books!





Refreshments will be provided, and the authors will be available to sign and sell copies of their novels.





ANN PORT recently published "It's All in the Title," which combines mystery, romance, and humorous anecdotes about running a major league baseball team.


Carolyn Charlotte Cleveland is president of a fictional baseball team, the Indianapolis Knights. She inherits an English title and an enormous amount of money from her father, an English earl whom she never met. When she travels to England to reject the title, she unexpectedly becomes embroiled in a mystery!





STEVE ULFELDER'S first novel, "Purgatory Chasm," marks the debut of Conway Sax, a washed-up NASCAR driver and enforcer for a renegade AA group. Conway reluctantly agrees to help a fellow AA'er retrieve his classic car from a shady garage. When the friend turns up dead, Conway is determined to solve the crime - which forces him to dig up ghosts from his own past. This locally set hard-boiled novel has been nominated as Best First Mystery of2011 by "RT Book Reviews."








Celebrations �& Concerns





Dates to Remember





Friday, December 2


7:00 p.m. – Book Discussion with Steve Ulfelder & Ann Port





Sunday, December 4 


11:00 a.m. – Christmas Pageant Rehearsals Begin


3:30 p.m. – Messiah Concert





Sundays, December 4 & 18


11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. – Confirmation Class





Monday, December 5


7:30-9 p.m. – Women’s Spirituality Group





Mondays, December 5, 12 & 19


9:30 a.m. – Healthy Living Group





Tuesday, December 6


5:00 p.m. – Our Father’s Table





Saturday, December 10


7:30 p.m. – Steeple Coffeehouse





Sunday, December 11


Reception of New Members


11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – Bible 101





Wednesday, December 14


6:45 a.m. – Celebration Worship Service


7:30 p.m. – Council Meeting





Saturday, December 24


8:30 a.m. – Men’s Club Holiday Breakfast


7:00 p.m. – Pageant Service


10:00 p.m. – Candlelight Service


11:00 p.m. – Jesus’ Birthday Party





Sunday, December 25


Christmas-No Services


























�








See our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.pilgrimchurch.us" ��www.pilgrimchurch.us� for a more extensive listing of activities and events.  Click on “Calendar” on the home page.


















































A Message from the Stewardship Committee: 





The Sermon on the Amount





This Stewardship article is from Dick Snyder. I am the head of the Stewardship committee this year. I am writing this letter just after the conclusion of the November church council meeting. One of the primary goals of the November meeting is to start making hard choices on the 2012 annual budget for the church. By November, the Stewardship committee usually has a reasonable idea of what our pledges will be for the following year so we can do some useful work on the budget.





Such is not the case this year. 





At this point I expected that most of the cards that went to people who pledged last year would have been returned. Only 60% have been returned.  This is a real problem. I hate to see the future of our spiritual home affected by neglect. We all know that Stewardship comprises three things: giving of time, talent, and treasure. Many of us give large amounts of time and talent. Those are wonderful things. We still must pay the bills. 





We really need your help. Please send in your pledge ASAP.








Pageant Rehearsals Begin on 


Sunday, December 4





There are many parts, speaking and non-speaking for all ages.  If your child would like a speaking role, please contact Stephen Coldwell at � HYPERLINK "mailto:sdcmlc@verizon.net" �sdcmlc@verizon.net�  before Sunday, December 4.  The pageant will take place on Christmas Eve at 7:00 p.m.








�





Please note that if you don’t see your name on our birthday or anniversary list, please contact Debbie and she will add you to the list.





Madeline Partridge            1


Emily Conti                        2


Rod Moreland                    2


Laura Stewart                    3


Tim Ruggles                      3


Heidi Krapf                        3


Julia Krapf                         4


Andrew Wentland              4


Sarah Carter                      5


Colin Hennessy                 5


Cameron Needels             5


Callie Klein                        5


Marie Lescalleet                5


Ryan Herrick                     6


Linnea Leger                     7


Janice Monroe                  8


Ava Ellsworth                  10


Brent Kern                       11


Ben Wehrle                     12


Allie Pietro                       13


Garrett Hodgkins             13


Sharon Balcom               13


Carol Cullen                    16


Julianna Ellsworth           16


Rebecca Edwardsen       16


Diane Seltzer                  17


Jean Roetter                   19


Robin Snow                     20


Susan Mills                      24


David Hile                        24


Garrett Klokman              29


Connor Whitney              30


Carl Altamura                  31


Charlie Baumann            31








�





Paul & Sue Ellen Renfrew 19


Walt & Nancy Stamper 19


Steve & Marge Coldwell 23








What’s all this talk about a Dance and a Door?





Glad you asked. The idea to replace one of the windows on the south wall of Fellowship Hall with a door to the Memorial Garden has been around at least since the capital campaign of 2000. We thought about it again when we got the cash influx from the Adam Sandler movie, but tabled it in favor of other projects. The topic arose again last spring as a way to commemorate our ten years with Jon Wortmann.





While each of us participates in the life of Pilgrim Church for our own reasons, a common thread is fellowship. Installing this door will enhance coffee hour and other fellowship activities by providing access to a beautiful new and different kind of setting. Of course the Memorial Garden itself is not new, but it is underused to the point of being unknown due to its inaccessibility.





The door will cost $15,000 to install. We feel that is too large a number to include in the annual operating budget when we have significant ongoing building maintenance requirements, so we need to find another way to fund it. We considered a pledge-type campaign, but concluded that might compete with the work of the Stewardship committee. 





This is where the Valentine’s Dance comes in. The tentative plan is to hold a fundraiser and to sell tickets for a minimum of $50 per person, with emphasis on the word “minimum;” we’ll happily take more, and we’ll be flexible: ticketholders won’t be required to actually dance. The event is scheduled for February 11, 2012, and it will feature a DJ, soft lighting, appetizers, desserts, beer and wine. It will be an evening strictly for adults, so we will deliberately not provide childcare.





Before making final commitments, we need to approach a great number of you to gauge support for both the Garden Door idea and the plan to hold a fundraising dance. A number of you will be receiving phone calls to sample your opinions, and we’ll make a go/no-go decision in December. Please be candid if you’re called, and please feel free to share your opinion with Debbie Herrick if you’re not called. 





Thanks.











�





New Directories





                      New address, phone and email directories for Fall 2011 are now available.  Please pick up your copy during Coffee Hour or stop by the office.  If there is any incorrect information, especially emails, please let Debbie know.








�





Our Father’s Table provides gift bags for our guests at the annual Christmas dinner.  Each church that provides meals makes a contribution to these gift bags.  This year we have been asked to provide the large size bars of soap.  There will be a box in the side entrance to put them in.  Your generosity will be much appreciated.





Thank you,


Joan Anderson





�














Our church is an amazing place. As a matter of fact it is a bunch of amazing places. You can start with the sanctuary, Sunday school classrooms, the parlor and Fellowship Hall and their classical use on Sunday morning. But that would be only a very small example of how our church space is used. You would have to be at our church 24 hours a day and then in all different places of the church at the same time in order to see all the different ways our church is used.


	Our fellowship hall is a real workhorse. Just recently I have seen it being used in a very magical way for the senior high youth dance. And then, just a week later with just as much frenetic activity, although quite different, it was used for the annual Boy Scout food drive for the food pantry.  The Boy Scouts also have their weekly meetings there, the food pantry distributes food from there, and the monthly coffeehouse uses the space, Zumba and yoga classes as well.  In order to get an idea of all of the different activities that take place at our church you can visit our website at � HYPERLINK "http://pilgrimchurch.us" �http://pilgrimchurch.us� and look at the calendar on the right hand side of the homepage.


	Occasionally there is a collision of groups trying to use the same space. For example, when the Deacons postponed their meeting for one week, they found that the Women’s Spirituality Group also used the parlor on Monday night. Sometimes the space just isn't the way you left it because another group has used it. Sometimes some crumbs are left behind or perhaps strange smells. It may be only then that you realize that other groups use "your" space.


	So look on the church webpage � HYPERLINK "http://pilgrimchurch.us" �http://pilgrimchurch.us�  and get an idea of all the different ways and groups that use our church. Be thoughtful of how you use your church space and be considerate of others that use it as well. At the same time, be patient when you come into your church and see that it is not quite how you left it.  The church building has been very busy.





Herb Kolk




















The holidays are fast approaching!!!  Consider the Heifer Project as an easy way to holiday shop for the people on your list.  You SHARE THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT of love, hope and healing with others.  Starting on November 27th, the Christian Education Committee will have a table in Fellowship Hall to help with your selection of cows, ducks, chicks, trees, bees, goats, pigs, etc.  Calligraphy artists will be available to write special Heifer cards for you.  








Men, you don’t want to miss 


a Pilgrim Church tradition!





Men’s Club 


Annual 


Holiday Breakfast


Saturday, December 24th


8:30 A.M.


A Good Cup of Coffee, A Hearty Breakfast 


All Served with a Dose of Great Fellowship


Plus – Carol singing with 


Jim Duncan at the piano. 


A chance to greet your old friends,  


and make some new ones! 


Sign-up Sheet in Office Hallway








Schedule of Events





December      Messiah Concert, Sunday, December 4 at 3:30 p.m.


        Christmas Pageant Rehearsals, begin Sunday, December 4	         Steeple Coffeehouse, Saturday, December 10 at 7:30 p.m.


                       Men’s Club Holiday Breakfast, December 24 at 8:30 a.m.


                       Christmas Pageant Service, December 24 at 7:00 p.m.


                       Christmas Candlelight Service, December 24 at 10:00 p.m.


                       Jesus’ Birthday Party, December 24 at 11:00 p.m.





January	        Steeple Coffeehouse, Saturday, January 14 at 7:30 p.m.


                      Annual Meeting, Sunday, January 22





February       Youth Group Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser, Sunday, February 5


                     Jon Door Fundraising Dance, Saturday, February 11 at 7:30	       p.m.      


       Ash Wednesday Service, Wednesday, February 22 @ 7 p.m.


                     Outreach Easter Basket Program, Sunday, February 26


	          	          


March	      Lenten Series Begins, Tuesday, March 6 @ 6 p.m.


                    Steeple Coffeehouse, Saturday, March 10 @ 7:30 p.m.


                    Gospel Music Sunday, Sunday, March 11


                    Men’s Club & Sr. High Youth Group Spaghetti Dinner &  


                   Auction, Sunday, March 18 @ 5:30 p.m.


                   Outreach Easter Basket Donations Due, Sunday, March 25





April	      Palm Sunday, Sunday, April 1


                    Maundy Thursday Supper & Service, Thursday, April 5 at 


                    6:30  p.m.


                    Easter Sunday, Sunday, April 8, Services at 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.


                    Steeple Coffeehouse, Saturday, April 14 @ 7:30 p.m.


                  


May	     Confirmation Sunday, Sunday, May 13


                   Troop Care Package Drive, Saturday, May 19, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 


                   and Sunday, May 20, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.


                   Steeple Coffeehouse, Saturday, May 19 at 7:30 p.m.


                   Outreach Backpack Program Begins, Sunday, May 20


	     Music Sunday, Sunday, May 20





June	     Children’s Sunday, Sunday, June 3


	     Steeple Coffeehouse, Saturday, June 9


	     Celebration Sunday, Sunday, June 10


                    Father’s Day, Sunday, June 17


	     Summer Services Begin, Sunday, June 24 (through September 2)





July/           Sr. High Youth Group Mission Trip, Sunday, July 29 through


August       Friday, August 3














Sunday 8:45 a.m. Spiritual Conversations (every Sunday mid-September thru mid-June) Rev. Jon Wortmann 508-786-0677 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jwortmann@pilgrim-church.org" �jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us�.


Women's Spirituality Group (1st and 3rd Mondays 7:30-9 p.m.) Debbie Herrick 508-485-4847 Email to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:dherrick@pilgrimchurch.us" ��dherrick@pilgrimchurch.us�.  


Koinonia (every Tuesday @ 8:00 p.m.) Fran Rosenquist 508-485-7971 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:frannyro@juno.com" �frannyro@yahoo.com�  This group is full.  If you would like information on how you can start your own group, contact the above leader.


Family Outreach Projects Group Sally Fodor 508-485-5689 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:sfodor2@verizon.net" ��sfodor2@verizon.net�


Chancel Choir (every Thursday @ 7:30 p.m.) Grace Choi 978-467-5588 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:graceatpilgrim@gmail.com" ��graceatpilgrim@gmail.com�  


Handbell Choir Carla Mason (every Wednesday @ 7:30 p.m.) Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:carlapm@townisp.com" �carlapm@townisp.com� 


"Littlest Angels” Children's Choir (3-5 year olds) Barbara Porter & Sarah Whiteman (most Sundays following worship) Barbara Porter 508-435-9205 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:brbrprtr1@aol.com" �brbrprtr1@aol.com�; Sarah Whiteman 508-281-0120 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:sarahewhiteman@gmail.com" �sarahewhiteman@gmail.com�  


“Celestial Singers” Children’s Choir (1st-7th Graders) Grace Choi (most Sundays following worship) Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:graceatpilgrim@gmail.com" ��graceatpilgrim@gmail.com� 


Sr. High Youth Group Sarah Hile 508-329-1381 Email to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:sarahjhile@yahoo.com" �sarahjhile@gmail.com�  


Jr. High Youth Group Steve Gutro (every Sunday 10:15-11:00 a.m.) Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:s.gutro@comcast.net" �s.gutro@comcast.net�


Friar Tuck Ministries Dave Qua 774-232-0765 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:davidqua17@gmail.com" �davidqua17@gmail.com� (monthly) 12:30-3 p.m.


Small Groups (cont.)


Tennis Ministry Jason Honey 508-881-0979 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jdhoney123@aol.com" �jdhoney123@aol.com� (monthly @ St. Mark’s)


Girls Night Out Deb Wilson (every 5-6 weeks) 508-481-6326 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:debbiedepp@fenemoregroup.com" �debbiedepp@fenemoregroup.com� This group is full.  If you would like information on how you can start your own group contact the above leader.


Habitat for Humanity-Worcester Amanda Hemm (TBD) 508-481-6404 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ajelzey@hotmail.com" �ajelzey@hotmail.com� 


St. Patrick's Manor Worship Group (every third Wednesday October thru May) - Jon and The Chapel Choir provide a 3:30 p.m. ecumenical worship service for residents of this Framingham nursing home. Barbara Porter 508-435-9205 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:brbrprtr1@aol.com" �brbrprtr1@aol.com� 


Men's Club Bill Harrington (as scheduled) 508-485-8737 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:banjobillo@charter.net" �banjobillo@verizon.net�


Bible 101 Jon Wortmann (second Sunday of each month during the school year @ 11:30 a.m.) 508-786-0677 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us" �jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us� 


Our Father's Table Joan Anderson 508-481-0644 (1st Tuesday of the month) Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:janderson56@verizon.net" ��janderson56@verizon.net� 


Food Pantry Marge Coldwell (Tuesdays 7-8 p.m., Fridays 10-11 a.m.) 508-481-1890 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mfcsoc@verizon.net" �mfcsoc@verizon.net� 


Healthy Living Jon Wortmann (9:30 a.m. on Mondays with the exception of holidays) 508-786-0677 Email to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us" �jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us�. 


Prayer Shawl Ministry (As scheduled) Sheryn Carew 508-624-0706 Email to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:kelonac@aol.com" ��kelonac@aol.com� 


Spiritual Healing (As scheduled) Dick Wallace 508-481-2565 Email to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:dickwallace01@gmail.com" ��dickwallace01@gmail.com� 











