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FROM THE MINISTER


Annual Meeting: A Celebration


If you missed Annual Meeting, here's a summary: 


We passed the biggest budget in church history unanimously


We almost fully funded it with the extra going towards principle on the mortgage


We had more pledge units, but they averaged less dollars


We will need to repair our steeple soon


The kids want a chocolate fountain for coffee hour


The longest conversation was about how to recruit volunteers to staff coffee hour


That's right, we debated coffee.  Not kids and communion, or the nature of God, or ministerial programs: How do we get people to sign up for coffee hour and if no one signs up, should we have it?





Ladies and Gentlemen, we are a healthy church.


 (continued)


From the Minister (cont.)


I think we can figure coffee gate 2012 out pretty quickly.





The bigger issue: How do we keep ourselves connected to one another and the amazing programs at Pilgrim when we're so busy?





Answer 1#:  A new weekly bulletin item titled, "The Good News". That's actually what "Gospel" means, and we're going to fill it with all the amazing things where we've experienced grace each week.  





Answer #2:  Our website, pilgrimchurch.us.  Listen to the weekly podcast, check out the calendar or the daily reflection.  We'll add more and more content over the year, but at a minimum, skim what's happening so you can know the amazing programs, small groups, and missions of your community.





Answer #3:  Come to church council the second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 (we even have a worship service before at 6:45 for spiritual recharging).  We serve wine.  We laugh. You will learn and contribute to what happens next in our heaven building together.





What are your answers?  We have the staff, the structure, the budget, and the people:  the ongoing challenge is how to use our resources so every conversation at Pilgrim is sacred.





Jon











February Schedule


3rd – 7-10 p.m. – Teen Dance


4th – Chop Ingredients for Subs at Jen Hendrick’s house (time TBD)


5th – 8:30-11:30 a.m. – Super Bowl Subs


12th - Parlor


19th – In Church first, then Parlor


26th – Parlor – PCYG Council after Church








Church Staff & 


Contact Information





Minister – Rev. Jonathan Wortmann (508) 485-4847


� HYPERLINK "mailto:jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us" ��jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us� 





Associate Minister – 


Rev. Julie Cedrone (508) 485-4847


� HYPERLINK "mailto:jcedrone@pilgrimchurch.us" ��jcedrone@pilgrimchurch.us� 





Minister of Communication – Debbie Herrick


 (508) 485-4847 � HYPERLINK "mailto:dherrick@pilgrim-church.org" ��dherrick@pilgrimchurch.us�





Minister of Music – Grace Choi


(978) 467-5588 � HYPERLINK "mailto:musicgracechoi@aol.com" ��graceatpilgrim@gmail.com� 





Handbell Choir Director – Carla Mason (508) 770-1222


� HYPERLINK "mailto:carlapm@townisp.com" ��carlapm@townisp.com� 





Director of Sr. High Youth Programs – 


Sarah Hile (781) 820-7093


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mrsrea@theworld.com" ��sarahjhile@gmail.com�








Deadline For


Submission of Articles





February 17





March 16	





Date of


Mailing





February 24





March 23











Standing Church Meetings





Church Council


Chancel Choir


Youth Choir


Handbell Choir


Buildings & Grounds


Christian Education


Diaconate


Fellowship 


Personnel


Parish Relations


Financial Resources


Music 


Outreach


Stewardship











7:30 p.m. 2nd Wednesday


7:30 p.m. every Thursday


Following the Worship Service


7:30 p.m. every Wednesday


6:30 p.m. – As scheduled


7:00 p.m. – 2nd Thursday


7:00 p.m. 2nd Monday of month 


11:30 a.m. – 1st Sunday


As Needed


11:30 a.m. – 4th Sunday of month


As Needed


11:30 a.m. – 1st Sunday of month


As Needed


As Needed





Celebrations �& Concerns





Celebrations


We celebrate a very successful Annual Meeting.








Concerns


Please keep the following people in your 


prayers for healing:





Sabra Upjohn and Emily Leist Vatis and family as they mourn the loss of Dick Upjohn.





Dick & Pat Draper who mourn the loss of Pat’s father.





Gary Webber and family as they mourn the loss of Gary’s father.
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























Ash Wednesday Service





Wednesday, February 22





@7:30 p.m.














Now that the “Holiday Season” for 2011 has past, I think it would be prudent to reflect and learn from the skills of a fictitious character that was hopefully good to everyone reading the Deacon’s Corner.  The person to whom I am referring is Santa Claus.  This jolly, old man for as long as we can remember, has been near-perfect in achieving his task.  We can learn a great deal from him as we begin to look at the challenges for 2012.  You might say, “What can I learn?”





Build a wonderful “workshop.”  A workshop without a good MISSION and VISION, no matter who is in charge or how many “elves” Santa has helping him, is destined for failure.  Let’s look at the following.  Mission: Pilgrim Church – our workshop – is a welcoming Christian community dedicated to the spiritual growth and service to others through God’s love.  That’s a good start, but what about the workshop’s vision?   Vision: To realize and fulfill the possibilities of God’s infinite love in a thriving faith community.  These are inspiring words, however when Santa gets busy he may take his mind off the target, and it could be easy for him to lose sight of his objectives; spiritual growth, service to others, infinite love.  I’m sure Santa Clause would re-visit his mission and vision annually, and would recommend that elves do this in their own workshop. 





Focus on the people in the workshop.  When Santa is at church and the children – I mean the littlest elves – are making their way to Sunday school, I’m sure he looks around and to see all the happy, caring, and resourceful elves and asks himself this question.  “In 2011 what did I do for my fellow elves; remembering that all of us are elves in the workshop?  Did I fairly distribute the workload?  Did I listen to everyone in need of help?  Did I demonstrate respect toward my fellow elves?  Did I help in the development of the littlest elves?  That would be a great start in any workshop for next season.�


Get Beyond the “Red Wagons”.  The red wagon used to be the most important “toy” in Santa’s workshop, but that’s not true anymore.  It would be prudent to remember the saying, “the only thing that is constant in life is CHANGE.”  That’s true for Santa, Pilgrim Church, as well as your own personal workshop.  Remember that change may not happen overnight in the workshop and it’s important to remember two things.  1. Be respectful for work previously done; compliment the elves for past accomplishments.  2. Be patient and understanding.  With understanding, you’ll see more smiling faces on the elves when the next version of the red wagon appears in the workshop.  





Share the milk and cookies.  When someone gives Santa a compliment for another great season, I’m sure he remembers all the “reindeer” on cold rooftops who are trying to catch their breath.  When he gets a pat-on-the-back for yet another successful world-wide trip, I’m sure he remembers all the elves that don’t get out that often, without whom he would not be receiving the compliments.  





It’s not easy being Santa Claus and if we are going to emulate him, remember the job takes a great deal of work!  As we begin another year in the workshop, be mindful of your vision, the elves, the changes, and of course…always share the milk and cookies.   





Paul Renfrew


for the Diaconate








Dates to Remember








Sundays, February 5 & 19


11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. – Confirmation Class





Mondays, February 6, 13 & 27


9:30 a.m. – Healthy Living Group





Mondays, February 6 & 20


7:30-9 p.m. – Women’s Spirituality Group





Tuesday, February 7


5:00 p.m. – Our Father’s Table





Wednesday, February 8


6:45 a.m. – Celebration Worship Service


7:30 p.m. – Council Meeting





Saturday, February 11


7:00-11:00 p.m. – Valentine Social





Sunday, February 12


11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – Bible 101





Friday, February 17


February Spire Article Deadline





Wednesday, February 22


7:30 p.m. – Ash Wednesday Service





Please be sure to visit our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.pilgrimchurch.us" �www.pilgrimchurch.us� for more calendar items.




















�








See our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.pilgrimchurch.us" ��www.pilgrimchurch.us� for a more extensive listing of activities and events.  Click on “Calendar” on the home page.
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Save the Date for 


The Pilgrim Church Valentine Social





February 11, 2012


7-11 P.M.





Help us celebrate Jon's 


ten years with us.





DJ, great music, appetizers 


and desserts.





(Bring your own bottle.)








Tickets are $25 per person and are to be


purchased ahead of time.  Proceeds will go


toward a gift for Jon. Festive attire for this


celebration. Friends, family and all are welcome.





Volunteers are needed to assist with planning.





Contact: Debbie Herrick, Jane Davis, 


Joan Anderson, Sue Roberts,


Nancy Stamper or Nici Hornblower.











Happy New Year, Everyone!





I know that most of you have seen several of us knitters around church with our needles clicking away.  We’ve been spotted in the office, in the parlors, in Fellowship Hall and (shhhh, don’t tell Jon) occasionally in the sanctuary.  As a result, we have had several requests from people who would like to be able to join us in this adventure, and we are thrilled.  The more, the merrier!





So, we are planning to expand the current Prayer Shawl Ministry to include other projects and crafts.   Several people have approached Julie or me or one of the other blatant knitters saying that they would love to learn how to knit or crochet.  Or, they tell us that they learned how to knit from their mothers or grandmothers YEARS ago, but it’s been a long time since they picked up a pair of needles and actually tried to make something.  They’re not quite sure where to start.





But, there’s a lot to be discussed about how, when, where, why, etc.  So, come join us.  If you’re not currently knitting or crocheting but would like to learn (or learn again), get yourself a pair of size 6 straight knitting needles and join us (we’ll supply the yarn).  If you’re currently working on a project (or 2), bring it along.  Our first gathering will be Sunday, January 29, after church in a room to be announced.  If you can’t make it then, just let us know so that we will be able to gauge the level of interest.





Some of you may have tried knitting and/or crocheting and have found that it is not “your cup of tea” but would like to be involved in a group like this and have discovered another form of crafting, please come and share.  There is always room for new adventures.  





Let’s figure out the goals and aims of the group, when is best to meet, and anything else that you think should be brought up.  We’re going to “beef up” the Prayer Shawl Ministry, give it some structure and hope to teach and learn from it through fellowship and friendship.  Several of us have bounced ideas and thoughts around – now it’s time to put some of them into action and to hear what others would like to do.  All ideas, thoughts, and suggestions are welcome.





If you have any questions, please see Julie Cedrone, Sarah Whiteman, or Sheryn Carew.








Copies of the handouts from the Long-Term Care discussion group held on Wednesday, January 18 are now available in the church office.  If you have any questions, please contact Julie.





Reid & Sue Roberts 3


John & Kathryn Younis 6


Dick & Pat Draper 12


Steve & Margaret Hart 12


Ralph & Barbara Porter 14


Dave & Deb Wilson 16


Don & Carole Jolie 18


Ben & Rebecca Lally 26








�





Sermons & Scripture Readings 


for February (thru 2/19)





5th – “Living with Uncertainty: Sickness”


Mark 1:29-39





12th – “Living with Uncertainty: Better”


Mark 1:40-45





19th – “Living with Uncertainty: Called”


Mark 9:2-9





Rotation Story for 1/29, 2/5 & 2/12


 Jesus Turns Water into Wine


John 2:1-11











Classes for this rotation will be Drama, Music/Craft, Service 


& Cooking








Elaine Beals                      1


Nancy Stamper                  3


Janet Jones                       4


Ben Willis                           4


Sabrina Ruggles                5


Sally Fodor                        5


Emma McGuire                 5


Michael Hennessy             6


Karen Kuchnir                   6


Preston Cote                     7


Shirley Owen                     7


Matt Pietro                         7


Rowan Moreland               7


Beth El-Massih                  8


Zachary Arvantely             8


Paul Mills                          9


David Anick                     11


Justice Huang                 11


Sophie Haugen               12


Sophie Cowen                 14


Chela Ellsworth               15


Jake Krapf                       15


Sorine Cvitcovich            15


Stephen Coldwell            16


Jacquie McClelland         16


Sarah Hile                       17


John Beck                       18


Kasey Wagner                19


Emma Tscherne              21


Ben Douglas                   22


Darlene Flanders             23


Jacob Qua                       23


Jim Denman                    24


Dan Guilford                    25


Jen Cowen                      25


Hannah Long                  25


Emily Leist Vatis              27


Beckie Flot                      27








�





Schedule of Events





February         


Valentine Social, Saturday, February 11 at 7 p.m.   		 


Ash Wednesday Service, Wednesday, February 22 @ 7 p.m.


Outreach Easter Basket Program Begins, Sunday, February 26


		


March              


Lenten Series Begins, Tuesday, March 6 @ 6    p.m.


Steeple Coffeehouse, Saturday, March 10 @ 7:30 p.m. Fellowship Brunch, Sunday, March 11 following Worship


Gospel Music Sunday, Sunday, March 11


Men’s Club & Sr. High Youth Group Spaghetti Dinner &      Auction, Sunday, March 25 @ 5:30 p.m.


Outreach Easter Basket Donations Due, Sunday, March 25





April


Palm Sunday, Sunday, April 1


Maundy Thursday Supper & Service, Thursday, April 5 at 


6:30 p.m.


Easter Sunday, Sunday, April 8, Services at 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.


Steeple Coffeehouse, Saturday, April 14 @ 7:30 p.m.





May


Cinco de Mayo, Saturday, May 5 at 5:30 p.m.


Confirmation Sunday, Sunday, May 13


Troop Care Package Drive, Saturday, May 19, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Sunday, May 20, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.


Steeple Coffeehouse, Saturday, May 19 at 7:30 p.m.


Outreach Backpack Program Begins, Sunday, May 20


Music Sunday, Sunday, May 20





June


Children’s Sunday, Sunday, June 3


Steeple Coffeehouse, Saturday, June 9


Celebration Sunday, Sunday, June 10


Father’s Day, Sunday, June 17


Summer Services Begin, Sunday, June 24 (through Sept. 2)














Diaconate 


Peter Martin ‘13


Sue Baust ‘13


Pam Norley ‘14


Paul Renfrew ‘14


McKinley Hackett ‘15


Dawn Gutro ‘15


Steve Ulfelder ‘16


Frederica Gillespie ‘16





Christian Education 


Stephen Coldwell ‘13


David Hile ‘13


Diana Nicklaus-Garton ‘14


Amy Sibley ‘14


Jennifer Calef ‘15


Shel Tscherne ‘15





Financial Resources 


Dick Dinjian ’13 


Walton Stamper ‘14


Christopher Sweeter ‘15





Buildings & Grounds 


Rich Dietz ‘13


Jim Moore ‘14


Peter Turner ‘15





Personnel 


Sue Snyder ‘13


Paul Mills ’14 (Chair)


Sabrina Ruggles ‘15





Stewardship 


Grant Whitney ‘13


Charlie Baumann ‘13


Bryan Mohn ‘14


Stewardship (cont.)


Susan Mills ‘14


Ann Kern ‘15


Randy Dinjian ‘15





Outreach 


Ray Coldwell ’13 


Susan Wieland ‘13


Scott Cowen ‘14


Margaret Hart ‘14


Sharon Balcom ‘15


John Garton ‘15





Music 


Brent Kern ’13 


Nancy Kolk ‘13


Bill Harrington ‘14


Matt Pietro ‘14


Joe Mercadante ‘15


Dotty Clark ‘15





Fellowship 


Alan Snow ‘13


Denise Honey ‘13


Jane Davis ‘14


Nancy Stamper ‘14


Betsy Southard ‘15


Diane Wallace ‘15





At-Large 


Janet Locke ‘13


Reid Roberts ‘14


Lisa Huang ‘15





Parish Relations 


Rusty Short ’13 


Joyce Hudson ‘14


Wayne Wall ‘15








Committee Members for 2012



































Sunday 8:45 a.m. Spiritual Conversations (every Sunday mid-September thru mid-June) Rev. Jon Wortmann 508-786-0677 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jwortmann@pilgrim-church.org" �jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us�.


Women's Spirituality Group (1st and 3rd Mondays 7:30-9 p.m.) Debbie Herrick 508-485-4847 Email to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:dherrick@pilgrimchurch.us" ��dherrick@pilgrimchurch.us�.  


Koinonia (every Tuesday @ 8:00 p.m.) Fran Rosenquist 508-485-7971 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:frannyro@juno.com" �frannyro@yahoo.com�  This group is full.  If you would like information on how you can start your own group, contact the above leader.


Family Outreach Projects Group Sally Fodor 508-485-5689 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:sfodor2@verizon.net" ��sfodor2@verizon.net�


Chancel Choir (every Thursday @ 7:30 p.m.) Grace Choi 978-467-5588 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:graceatpilgrim@gmail.com" ��graceatpilgrim@gmail.com�  


Handbell Choir Carla Mason (every Wednesday @ 7:30 p.m.) Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:carlapm@townisp.com" �carlapm@townisp.com� 


"Littlest Angels” Children's Choir (3-5 year olds) Barbara Porter & Sarah Whiteman (most Sundays following worship) Barbara Porter 508-435-9205 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:brbrprtr1@aol.com" �brbrprtr1@aol.com�; Sarah Whiteman 508-281-0120 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:sarahewhiteman@gmail.com" �sarahewhiteman@gmail.com�  


“Celestial Singers” Children’s Choir (1st-7th Graders) Grace Choi (most Sundays following worship) Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:graceatpilgrim@gmail.com" ��graceatpilgrim@gmail.com� 


Sr. High Youth Group Sarah Hile 508-329-1381 Email to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:sarahjhile@yahoo.com" �sarahjhile@gmail.com�  


Jr. High Youth Group Steve Gutro (every Sunday 10:15-11:00 a.m.) Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:s.gutro@comcast.net" �s.gutro@comcast.net�


Friar Tuck Ministries Dave Qua 774-232-0765 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:davidqua17@gmail.com" �davidqua17@gmail.com� (monthly) 12:30-3 p.m.


Small Groups (cont.)


Tennis Ministry Jason Honey 508-881-0979 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jdhoney123@aol.com" �jdhoney123@aol.com� (monthly @ St. Mark’s)


Girls Night Out Deb Wilson (every 5-6 weeks) 508-481-6326 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:debbiedepp@fenemoregroup.com" �debbiedepp@fenemoregroup.com� This group is full.  If you would like information on how you can start your own group, contact the above leader.


Habitat for Humanity-Worcester Amanda Hemm (TBD) 508-481-6404 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ajelzey@hotmail.com" �ajelzey@hotmail.com� 


St. Patrick's Manor Worship Group (every third Wednesday October thru May) - Jon and The Chapel Choir provide a 3:30 p.m. ecumenical worship service for residents of this Framingham nursing home. Barbara Porter 508-435-9205 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:brbrprtr1@aol.com" �brbrprtr1@aol.com� 


Men's Club Bill Harrington (as scheduled) 508-485-8737 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:banjobillo@charter.net" �banjobillo@verizon.net�


Bible 101 Jon Wortmann (second Sunday of each month during the school year @ 11:30 a.m.) 508-786-0677 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us" �jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us� 


Our Father's Table Joan Anderson 508-481-0644 (1st Tuesday of the month) Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:janderson56@verizon.net" ��janderson56@verizon.net� 


Food Pantry Marge Coldwell (Tuesdays 7-8 p.m., Fridays 10-11 a.m.) 508-481-1890 Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mfcsoc@verizon.net" �mfcsoc@verizon.net� 


Healthy Living Jon Wortmann (9:30 a.m. on Mondays with the exception of holidays) 508-786-0677 Email to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us" �jwortmann@pilgrimchurch.us�. 


Prayer Shawl Ministry (As scheduled) Sheryn Carew 508-624-0706 Email to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:kelonac@aol.com" ��kelonac@aol.com� 


Spiritual Healing (As scheduled) Dick Wallace 508-481-2565 Email to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:dickwallace01@gmail.com" ��dickwallace01@gmail.com� 











